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LEYIP. MORTONDIES
AT RHINEBECK HOME
"ON96THBIRTHDAY

Ex-Vice President and Governor
of New York Expires from
Bronchial Pneumonia.

ILL ONLY A FEW DAYS

.

Birthday Formally Celebrated
Saturday by School Children of
Rhinebeck and Rhinecliff.

TWO DAUGHTERS AT BEDSIDE

Congressman and Minister to France
Among Positions Held by Finan-
clier and Philanthropist.

Special to The New York Times.

DRHINEBECK, N. Y., May 16.—Levi P.
Morton, Vice President of the United
States during President Benjamin Harri-
son’s term from 1589 to 1813, and Gov-
ernor of New York from 1S53 to ISBT.i
died from bronchial pncumonia at his!
home at Ellerslie at 8:30 o’cleck tonight,
on his ninety-sixth birthday.

Mr. Morton caught cold three days sgo
and appeared to be only alightly af-
fected, but Dr. YW. K. Losec of Red
Hook, who was called {n, told the family
at once that it was a bronchial attack,
which was llkely to pruve treacherous
in the case of a man of the great age
to which ex-Governor Morton had at-
tatned. While he did not appear dan-
gerously {11 yesterday, Mr. Morton was
unable to leave his room {n his magnifi-
cent country home at Ellerslle to see
school children from the Rhinecliff and
Rhinebeck achools, who ‘had come to his
country cstate, according to their an-
nual custom. to celebrate his birthday
with a party on the Ellerslie grounds.

Mr. Morton grew worse rapidly during
the night. Today he was unconscious.
and Dr. -Losee informed the deughter,
Mra. Helen Morton, who had been with
her futher since his previous jllness, and
his nephew, Morton Mino, who has had
the management of his interests for the
last seven Yycars, that there was no
hope. Seven yecars ago an attack of
arterio-sclcrosis caused Ar. Morton.
then 89 years old, to retire from the
management of his affzirs, which he
had conducted energetically himself up
to that time.

Another daughter, Mrs, Willfam C.
Eustis, of Washington, D. C., and her
husband were at Mr. Morton's dcath
bed. Miss Mary Morton, another daugh-
ter, was unable to reach Ellerslie from
Germantown, Pa., tonight, but will ar-
rive in the morning. Therc are ten
Hving grandchildren, flve the children
of Mrs. Eustis and five the children of
AMrs. Winthrop Rutherfurd, now dead,
of Allamuchi, N. J.

Mr. Morton was given up by his
physicians in 1013, when he appeared at
the point of death from arterio-sclerosts,
but he rallled with an astonishing ex-
hibition of vitality and regained some-
thing of his former ruggodness. Giving
up his financial interestx, hc spent his
time in Washington, D. C,, {n the Win-
ter and at his country esm'e in the
Summer.

Until & few days ago. he had been
driven about his grounds and around
Rhinebeck in his automoblle, apparently
enjoying wonderful vigor for a man ap-
proaching the century mark. His great
age and apparent heartincss had made
him a marvel among the residents of the
district. His mind was still clear, al-
though his memory had become some-
what impalred within the last three or
four years. Up to that time he had re-
tained the keen intercst in national af-
fairs wihch had marked his career for
threo-quariers of a century. He had
never lost his enthusiasm for the Re.
publican Party and hxd been a steady
contributor to its State and National
campaign funds.

In the last twenty Years, practically
all of his close friends had died. The
only men living, with whom he had been
closely associated during the period of
his activity in politics and finance, are
ex-Senator Chauncey M. Depew, Menry
Clews and Judge William G. Choate,
who i3 now 90 years old. Among his
friends of a younger gencration {s Elthu
Root, now 79 Yyears old, who was re-
gorded as a ‘‘‘youngster ** by Mr. Mor-
ton, his ncphew sald.

Afr. Morton became noticeably feebler
after the death of his sccond wife in
1918. A Yyear ago Surrogate Gleason of
Poughkeepsaie went to the estate to ex-
amine the former Governor in connec-
tlon with a suit brought by the State
Controller against Mrs. Morton's estate
and found that the impalrment of the
aged man's memory made a hesring
difticult.

e
Late in Entering Publie Life.

Levi Parsons Morton did not begin his
official career until after he was 0f
years old. His earller life he spent In
amassing a fortune,’ and when his rise
to fame came it was rapid, and quite
unusual {n sequence. First he was Con-
gressman, then Minister to France, next
Vice President of the United States, and
finally Governor of this State. Inter-
mingled were efforts to be elected to
the United States Senate and oc-
casional undefined ‘" booms’’ for the
Presidency'.

Mr. Morton was born on a little tar:n
in Shoreham, Vt, on May 16, 1824, the
son of the Rev. Daniel Oliver Morton, a
Cougregationalist of the strictly Parl-
tna type, who brought up a typlcally
large Puritan family on s maxlinam
ealgry of $000 & vear. He was nan:ed
after his mother's brother. Legyi Tar-
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sons, the first American missionary to
T'alestine. The family tree was routed
In criginal Puritan stock., the lincage
peing traced directly to Ceorge Mo:-
ton of Eawtry, Yorxkshire, England, whn
Janded at Plymoutly, Mauss., from the
ship Ann in 162 The contrast of the
early puverty of Levi P. Morton w:th
his wealth in later life furaished the

bulwark of much political argument
directed to enhance JXr. JMortun's
chances of election at the hands of ihe
people.

Ar. Morton's education was limited to
that which he could acgulre in the acad-
emy at Shoreham. The college degrees

bestowed in later life were honorary. He
started on his independent career when
he was 16 years old, bcg\innmg as a
clerk in a store at Enfield, Mass. At the!
age of 0, by his thritty, honesty, and;
econonly, he was the owner of 2 zeneral’
store in Hanover. N. H. lie stayed there;
for flve yecars, and in 1549 bLecame con-
nected with the house of James M. Leche
& Co. ot Bosion as a clerk. A year jater
hie was a member of thie firm. In four
‘ears he came to New York and estal-
?ished the firm of Morton & Grinaell,
which was replaced in 1863 by the bank-
ipg housxe of Alorten, Bliss & Co. in this
city and Mortcn, Rose & Co. in London.
The latter becauinie the fiscal azcnta lov
the United States, and were intrustec
with the payment of the Alcbama claims .
and Halifax (fisherics awards, which
together amaunted to $21,0,000. Young:
Mr. 3orton, about 1575, founded the
Newwr York syndicate that furded the:
United States Natiopal debt and dis-
posed of fts Ponds. -‘Thus Mr. 3orton,
hecame ar international figure in the
firanciil world. hefoje. he was 0 yvears
old. iz fortuns was one of the largast
in America, and as a contributor to the
Rapuliiican Par{y’ Ar. Morton could al-
ways he relied upon.

Cormmixsioncer o Paris~Exposition.

¥le was first appointed to office by
President Ilayes sis Honorary Comniis.
sloner of the United States to the Paris
Exposition of 1S78.: In the same year ke
was honored by the richest Congres-
sional district in the Unfited States, the
Eleventh of New TYark, by electlon to
Congress. He defeated his Tammany
Hall opponent by 7,030 votes. In Con-
gress, because of his experience in
tinance, his advice was sought on al!
f:nancial lezislation

Alr. Morton sirongly epposed the un-
{imited colnage of silver tn 1870, nnd
chzracterivzed the wwasure then Vefar-e
the I{ous~ az a “bLI for the rellef of
owners of cilver minew and silver bullion
in the United States and Jurope."
~ He served as a menber of the Com-
‘mittee on Forelgn Affalrs. He was re-
elected from the Eleventh District in
1980, and in that yepr he received, In-
 formally, the offer of tne nomination for
l_lhe Vice Presidency from the Repub-
iican Convention in Chicago. He de-
[giﬂgd; and owing to his extreme mod-

esty and aversion to publleity, it never
became known why he declhined.

The lranker's first wife, who was_the
daughter of Eiijub H. Kimball of Flat-
lands, 1. 1., kad Gicd in 187}, leaving no
children. In 1873 Alr. Morton l:a<d mar-
ried the daughter of William 1l.. Street
of Pougbkecpsie. Mrs. Morion was weil
known in society, and when JMr. Mortan

became Minister to France in 18%2
the legation, largely through the
activities of Mrs. Morton, bLecame a

great sacial centve. ‘Uhe legation, imme.
ciately after the arrival of the Mortons.
was moved into spacious quarters, anhd
there great artists, statestuen, writers,
znd others of prominence were lavishly
entertained,

Mr. Morton, as_ Minister. secured
trom the French Government the re-
scinding of the edict whicih prohibited
the Impnrtation into Yrance of Amerl.
can pork. He also brought about such
modifications of the regulations regard-
ing corpourations as cnabled American
inguran<e co-npanlias to open ageucics in
France. \When Cleveland succeeded Ar-
thur, Mr. Morion resigned.

RNRecefived Honorary Degrees.
The degree of LI. D. was conferred
upen him by Dartmouth in 1881 and by

Middlebury In 1682 Ie was a cand
date for United States Scnator in Ie
hut waa defeated by Wiillam M. Kvor
cfter a long contest in the lLegislatuxd:
lte wea & cancidate for Benutor gzain
n 1857, and was apain doteaivd, tnls
time by I*ranxk ldiscocik

lie was nominated for Vice President
at the Republican Convention which
nominated iHarrison for President at
Chicago, June 5, 189S, 1lis resjdence
at Washington during the luur years of
the Harrisun Ad:nin.s=tration was marked
by the cordlality of hs recepiions,
wh:ch had given to itm Euronean celeb-
tity es a host when he wus Minister
of the United States at Paris, - »

IIiz house on Scott Circle, in Washing-
ton. w.ll.remain in the memory of those
who visited it. Its large hall waa dec-
orated with Oriental stuffs and carpets.
‘'he reception roums were white ancé
gouid. The official reception room was
vi a delicate tea shade and opened into
a larger room, hung In chintz-patlern
i1k, “The dining rcom was in oak and
red. with hiffets 0. ehony., ‘The family
“Atting room, albove the tibrary, was &
garden of green lcaves and (ragrant
flowers,

After the wife of President Harrison
dled Mrs. Marton becaine * the first ladg
of the land.” The Vice President an
Mrs, Morton continued to entertain lav-
1shiy. \Washington visitors delighted in
ceeing the Vice President golng for a
walk in the morning. With him almost
invariahly were three or four of bis chil-
dren. They clung to his arms and he
romped with them along the streets.

Washinzton has not vet forgotten the
tHarrison {naugural ball in the Pension
Building, when Mr. and Mrs. Morion
wailted through the huillding with all
their children, the latter being diessca
in the yimplest of whits gowne.

Levi I, Moarton yecenived the hardest
volitical low o1 ris cayeer wwhen he was
not reroninated tar Vice I'resident with
Darricon_in 1892 His extreme calmness
prevented any disclosures of regret,
however, and his dinner to Vice Presi-
dent Stevenson on the latter’s arrival in
Washington was reported at the time as
‘“ the model of gracefulness.’ Tux Nzw
YorK Tiups, commenting on his record
as Vice President and his failure to ob-
tain o renomination. said:

The treatment of Vice President Aorten
by the politicians of his own party in hig own
State ):as not been such se to encouragse
modest fidelity and dignified performance of
duties not too attractive in themselves. Mr.
Morton had every claim to a renomination
that Mr. Harrison had, and zome that the
Pres{dent could hardly pretend to. He has
fHlleq hix office with equal abllity and with
more unselflshness: he has kept aloor from
tte factiona] quarielx of hia party {n his own
State: e hazx never snught to promote hia
peragnal ends at the ezpense of others; he
has hasl nanhing ta da with the trade and

_3icker in offices that hax been the disxracs

an . weasknere of the Adminjetri-ion. Within
hia sphere he has addel as rmuch to tha
character and strenxzth of the party as wae
roesible, It was no! ssemly that lLie should
he xet nside when a candidate was taken
2rom his own State, and it i« not to be
suppesed that he wonuld have been had Mr.
tlarrison and his friends bzen as loyral to him

_aw Mr. Morton has unifarmly been to MNr.

Harrison. Mr, Morton, however, if he hss

.missed the deserved recognitinn of a renomi.

nation, §s free from the danger of defeat,
and., whatever the result of the election, wiil
retive fram his eost wih the eeoneral and
cordial respect of his fellow-citizens of both
parties. =

From rolitics to Farming.
Aftor his rotirement from Washington
Afr. Morton lived on his 1,000-gere.farm.
Elierslie, at Rhinebeck on the Hudson.
Ile developed his farm into a beautiful
zarden, replete witn lakes, conserva-

tories, Itallan gardens, and besautiful
walks ana drives. He maintained hia
own dairy of 100 Guernsevs and engaged
to some extent in scientific farming.
The estate still maintains the palatial
home of the Mortons, and there one can
find 8 fina coliection of palntings, rare
beoks, curfos, and othar objects of art

On Sept. 18, 1894, Mr. Morton_ was
nominated for Governor of New York.
}»Ige‘&wu elected, serving during 1893 and

Many were the ghllanthroples of Mr.
Morton. Among the churches to which
he gave were Grace Church and tke Ca-
thedral of 8t. John t(he Divine, At the
former the chapel house was built in
memory ol Mr. Morton's first wife. At
the latter the gifta of Nr. and Mrs.
Morton are sald to hgve totaled in value
many hundreds of thousands of dollars,
much of which was spent on elaborate
services and on the gold altar.
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