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ROCKEFELLER IS DEAD AT 70;
VICE PRESIDENT UNDER FORD
AND GOVERNOR FOR 15 YEARS

S == 48T ATTACK VICTI

Stricken in New York Office
While Working on a
Modern Art Book

By ROBERT D. McFADDEN

Former Vice President Nelson A.
Rockefeller died last night after suffering
a heart attack at his office in the Rocke-
feller Center complex in midtown Man-
hattan, a family spokesman announced
early today.

The 70-year-old four-time Governor of
New York was stricken at 10:15 P.M. and
apparently died instantly while sitting at
his desk in his office on the 56th floor of 30
Rockefeller Plaza. He had been at the of-
fice working late on a book on modem
art, one of his favorite subjects since
leaving public life in 1976.

A personal security aide with him at
the time of the cardiac arrest attempted
unsuccessfully to revive him, according
to Hugh Morrow, a longtime Rockefeller
2 : . family spokesman.

The New York Times/ Jack Manming Paramedics summoned from St.
< Clare's Hospital rushed to .the office
Nelson Aldrich Rockefeller shortly after 11 P.M. and also attempted
without success to resuscitate Mr. Rocke.
feller. The former Vice President was
then rushed to Lenox Hill Hospital at 100
East 77th Street, near Lexington Avenue,
arrivingat11:43P.M.

NoHistory of Serious Iliness

After further efforts to revive him at
the hospital's emergency room failed, he
‘was pronounced dead by Dr. Emest Esa-
‘kof, a Rockefeller family physician.

Mr. Morrow said that Mr. Rockefeller,
who had had no history of serious illness
during his long career in public life, had
spent most of the day at his office writing

‘his book. Late in the afternoon, Mr.
Rockefeller went to the Buckley School,
113 East 73d Street, where two of his sons,
15-vear old Nelson Jr. and Mark, 12, are
students, to introduce former Secretary
-of State Henry A. Kissinger at a speaking
_engagement.

After the school appointment, Mr.
. Rockefeller, his wife, Happy, and his two
‘sons returned to the family’s duplex
{apartment at 812 Fifth Avenue, near 62d
Street, for a quiet dinner, Mr. Morrow
‘said.
| After dinner, at about 9 P.M., Mr.
Rockefeller returned to his office to re-

Continued on Page 19, Column 1

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



Rockefeller Is Dead at 70;

-~ Was Governor for 4 Terms

Blocked due to copyright.
See full page image or
microfilm.

Associated Press

President Gerald Ford with Mr. Rockefeller after nominating him for the va-
cant office of Vice President on August 20, 1974.
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sume work on his book and was stricken
little more than an hour later. Doctors
said all indications were that Mr. Rocke-
feller died instantly.

A spokesman said Mr. Rockefeller's
body would be taken to a funeral home in
Tarrytown, several miles from the
Rockefeller family estate at Pocantico
Hills, N.Y.

Wife and His Brother at Hospital

Mrs. Rockefeller arrived at Lenox Hill
Hospital at 12:25 A M. in a red Mercedes
Benz. Mr. Rockefeller's brother, Lau-
rence, and his wife also went to the hospi-
tal, and the former Vice President's eld-

A full obituary of Mr. Rockefeller will
appear in The Times Sunday.

est son, Rodman, the president of inter-
national Basic Economy Corporation, ar-
rived there shortly before2 A.M.

Mr. Morrow, looking calm but weary
and speaking in slow, solemn tones, an-
nounced Mr. Rockefeller’s death shortly
after 1 A_M. to reporters gathered in the
hospital’s emergency room driveway. A
bit later, after reporters had rushed to
telephones with the news, Mr. Morrow
smiled as he told a reporter:

“*He was having a wonderful time with
the whole art enterprise. He was ‘having
aball,” as he put jit.””

President Carter Notified

Ihe :amily spokesman said that Mrs.
Rockefeller was *‘grief-stricken but bear-
ing up very well indeed.” The spokesman
said she intended to inform her sons of the

death. As family members were arriv-
ing, a representative of the White House
called to confirm the death. President
Carter was notified shortly thereafter.

Most members of the family left the
hospital shortly after 2 A.M. Just before
doing so, Mrs. Rockefeller was embraced
by former State Attorney General Louis
J. Lefkowitz, who said he had rushed to
the hospital from his Manhattan apart-
ment after hearing the news of Mr.
Rockefeller’s death on the radio.

The spokesman said the family would
gather at Laurence Rockefeller’s apart-
ment, 84 Fifth Avenue, at 9:30 A.M.
oday to discuss funeral arrangements.
+Ir. Morrow said a familv lawyer, Donal
“’Brien, would carry out the arrange-
112nts.

Sought Presidency 3 Times

ivelson Aldrich Rockefelier, who tried
three times to gain the Presidency, re-
tireid from politics in 1973 after 15 years
as Governor of New York, and said at the
time that he would never again hold pub-
tic off’ce.

But after Gerald R. Ford succeeded to
the Prasidency with the resignation of
Richard M. Nixon, Mr. Rockefeller was
persuad:d to become an appointed Vice
President and was sworn in on Dec. 19,
1974. He cerved the two yecars under Mr.
Ford, who completed Mr. Nixon's term of
office.

After he left public life when the Re-
publicans lost the White House in 1976,
Mr. Rockefeller concentrated his ener-
gies on his considerable art collection and
the writing of his volumes on art Last
year, with some fanfare, he opened a re-
tail store on 57th Street between Fifth and
Madison Avenues to sell reproductions of
art works he owns.

Shortly belore Christmas, he published
a catalogue of the store’s offerings, most
of which were both expensive and of high
quality. The store at first had not been
considered by Mr. Rockefeller to be a
permanent business, but its success had
pleased him.

He had been scheduled to speak today
at the Fifth World Antiques Market Con.
ference, and a spokesman said he had 1n-
tended to announce that his retail art
store would be made a permanent opera-
tion. In a prepared statement, he said:
“*We are so heartened by the public re-
sponse to the collection and our tempeo-
rary store on 57th Street that we have
taken a five-year lease."’

After leaving politics, Mr. Rockefeller
deliberately remained out of the lime-
light, but he did make one foray — a re-
turn to Albany last May for the rededica-
tion of the $1.5 billion capital mall as the
“Nelson Rockefeller Empire State
Plaza.’* Mr. Rockefeller had been the in-
spiration and driving force behind the
mall's construction.

Governor Carey last night ordered the

- flags on all state buildings to be flown at
half staff in memory of Mr. Raockefeller.
~ “With the passing of Nelson Rockefeller

we have lost our great Governor and our
beloved Vice President,” he said. “We
mourn the departure of a man of wisdom
and courage, energy and vision who con-
tributed so much not only to the state but
the nation and the warld.

“Happy Rockefeller and members of
the family, we share your sense of loss
with deep gratitude because you have
shared with us Nelson Rockefeller’s en-
tire life.”

‘A Great Leader,’ Duryea Says

Former President Gerald R. Ford was
in the Middle East and was not immedi-
ately available for comment. An aide (o
former President Richard M. Nixon, Ken
Khachigian, said Mr. Nixon went to sleep
before Rockefeller's death was reported
and was not expected to comment until
morning.

Ronald Reagan, the former California
Governor and presidential candidate,
awakened at his home in a Los Angeles
suburb, said: “‘I've known him for years,
and we had many dealings as Governors.
He was a long-time public servant. We
had our political differences, but we had
a cordial relationship.”

Perrv B. Duryea, former Speaker of
the State Assembly, called Mr. Rockefel-
ler *‘a great leader.”

“He made a tremendous contribution
to New York State and to the nation. He
will be missed by all,"”” Mr. Duryea said.

A spokesman for Senator Jacob J.
Javits said that the Senator was ‘‘deeply
saddened by the sudden death of a ong-
time close friend and political ally.”

Mr. Lefkowitz, the former state Attor-
ney General, said: ““His untimely passing
is a deep personal loss to me. I admired
and respected him very much. He was a
warm human being and an outstanding
public servant."’

He was an institution, the eternal Gov-
crnor. By the time he left office on Dec.
18, 1973, an entire generation of New
Yorkers had reached voting age and ent-
ered adulthood scarcely able to remem-
ber a time when Nelson Rockefeller was
not the state’s chief executive. Only New
York's first Governor, George Clinton,
held the office longer — 2] years.

Starting with his upset defeat of the
Democratic incumbent, W. Averell Har-
riman, in 1958, Mr. Rockefeller left his
mark indelibly on the economic, political
and cultural life of New York.

$1 Billion Albany Mall Project

His influence was measured not in in-
crements but in quantum jumps: under
his leadership, the state university sys-
tem increased from 38,000 students or 28
campuses to 246,000 students on 71 cam-
puses;, the number of state employees
nearly doubled, from 102,000 to 183,000;
the state budget more than quadrupled,
from $2 billion to $5.85 billion; and the tax
levy went from 394 to $$460 for every
man, woman and child in the state.

On Dec. 11, 1973, slightly more than a
year before the expiration of his fourth
term, Mr. Rockefeller announced that he
was resigning in order to devote his time
to two organizations he headed. the Na-
tionitl Commission on Critical Chaices for
Americans and the Commission on Water
Quality. Heand tumed over the governor-
ship to Malcolm Wilson, who had been his
Lieutenant Governor the entire 15 years.

His Greeting Was Political Asset

Members of both parties found it diffi-
cult to imagine hfe in the state capital
without him. Over the years. Mr. Rocke-
feller's magnetic grin and his perennial
grecting of ‘‘Hiya, fella!” had become
the stuff of political cartoons and easy
parady, but there was no doubt of the
force of his personality.

Those whom he failed to enchant main.
tained that the public Rockefeller, with
the hearty, good-natured case he project.
ed, was only a facade carcfullv con-
structed to mask a crafty, ambitious,
thoroughly pohitical nature.

His critics were most vociferous after
he refused to go to the scenc of 4 riot at
the Attica State Prison i September,
1971, in which 29 inmautes and 10 hostages
held by the prisoners were killed when
state authonities crushed the rebellion in
a blaze of gunfire. The Governor de-
fr-nded his refusal on the ground that it
was his “best judgment’” and that o
would only have served to prolong the up-
nising, but the Governor's enemies never
forgot the matter — and never et him
forget 1t

Critice had another field dav in 1473
when Mr. Rockefeller, nearing the end of
his admimstration, backed a tongh —
some called 1t Draconian — revision of
the penalties for convicted narcotics
pushers.

Close friends and political notables
might gain entrance to the Governor's
own castlelike home on the estate or tohis
duplex apartment, where thev could ad-
mire a Matisse mural that the artist,
working 1n France from a <cale model,
designed to §it around the living room
fireplace, or an abstract landscape that
Fermand Leger came to the apariment to
paint
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