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Levi Parsons Morton,

Or New York, WaHO HAS THE SECOND
PracE oN THE REPUBLICAN TicKET.
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Levi Parsons Morton, of New York,
the Republican candidate for Vice-Pres-
ident, is descended from George Mor-
ton, one of the Puritan fathers, who
landed at Plymouth. New England, in
1623, and is a son of the late Rev. Dan-
iel Morton. His birthplace was Shore-
ham, Vermont, where he first saw the
light on May 16, 1824. Having a strong
preference for a busine-s career, when
sixtecn years of age he was placed in a
eountry store. By the time he attained
his majority he was made a partner by
his employer. In 1849 he removed to
Boston, where he was admitted as” a
partner in a wealthy mercantile firm,
good fortune due to his ability alone,
as he had neither adequate capital nor

influential friends to gain him the pro-
motion. TFive years after he made New
York his residence, and opened a place
of business in that city. In 1863 Mr.
Morton established himself in busiuess
as a banker, and in 1868 he was joined
by George Bliss, the firm becoming
Morton, Bliss & Co., under which name
it has ever since wiclded a great financial
power. About the same time that Mr,
Bliss joined the firm a partnership was
established in London with Sir John
Rose, and a branch house was founded
under the firm name of Morton,Rose& Co,
Mr. Morton is a rich man, and liberal in
the political use of money.

His first appearance in political
life was in 1876, when he was
nominated for Congress. He was de-
feated, bnt he reduced the Demo-
cratic majority. In 1878 he was re-
nominated, and this time he was elected.
His Congressional career was a brief
one, ag in 1881 President Garfield nomi-
nated him as Minister to France, and as
he was promptly confirmed by the Sen-
ate he resigned h's seat in the House
to accept this mission. In May of the
same year he was also appointed Hon-
orary Commissioner-General to the
Paris International Exhibition of Elee-
tricity, and Dartmouth College gave
him the honorary degree of LI. D. As
Minister to France during the last Re~
publican administration Mr. Morton’s
services were principally devoted to
influencing the Chamber of Deputies to
modify the harsh restrictive legislation
regarding the importation of American
pork and other commodities, a work in
which he was measurably successful.

Upon his return from France in 1885
Mr, Morton was a leading candidate for
the United States Senate, but after a
long struggle in the Legislature William
M. Evarts secured the prize. In 1887
he was a second time one of the leading
candidates for United States Senator,
and was again defeated,

Mr. Morten is a man of fine personal
presence, tall and well bvilt. Heis a
very ¢ mpanionable, amiable and lib-
eral man. In 1879, when the Constella-
tion was sent to Ireland with relief for
the sufferers by the great famine, Mr.
Morton paid for one-quarter of her
cargo.
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